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MINISTER’S LETTER 

To Love Extravagantly! 

With Valentines Day being one of the biggest shopping days after 
Christmas, and with men spending double what women do, I 
researched its origins. St Valentine was an early Christian martyr 
killed by the Romans in 269AD for marrying couples against the 
order of the Emperor. Claudius II had a view that men were better 
soldiers if they remained unmarried, their sole allegiance being to 
him. For his subversive acts, Valentine, a priest, was executed and 
buried in the cemetery on the Via Flaminia, Rome on February 
14th.  

In the middle ages, the poet Chaucer linked Valentine with the idea 
of romantic love through a poem called, “Parliament of Fowles,” 
and the celebration began in earnest. The British Postal Museum, 
located near to Russell Square in London, has one of the earliest 
preserved heart-shaped cards from the 18th Century and a suitable 
poem is included. 

All of which raises the question, so what does it mean to be 
romantic anyway? One of the best descriptions of love is found in 1 
Corinthians 13. Here Paul seeks to correct the balance that would 
have us look only to ourselves, by describing love as unconditional, 
self-denying and self-sacrificing. 

The sceptics amongst us may dismiss romantic gestures as foolish, 
but I think that dying to aspects of self, actually means finding life in 
somebody else’s joy as well as your own. It’s about understanding 
what makes other people tick so that their happiness becomes your 
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happiness, their joy your joy and at other times, their sorrow your 
sorrow. When we die to aspects of ourselves, we find the secret of 
being alive. 

Perhaps today, we could think of how we might be extravagantly 
generous to someone, how we could make a wild gesture of love, as 
much as the confines of our world allow. Perhaps we might discover 
not the froth and pink of a fictional love story but rather the true 
romance of finding life in another’s joy. 

Every blessing, 

Rev Tanya 

PRAYER FOR CHANGE 

This prayer also appears in the magazines of our covenanting 
churches, St Edmund’s and St Andrew’s. 

Lord Jesus, you are a Lord who walks  beside your people. 
So we pray for people who walk for justice. 
  
You are a lord who raised up those who are bent low. 
So we pray for those held down by the grindings of life 
and the indifference of the world. 
  
You are Lord who feeds the hungry. 
So we pray for all who long for bread 
And the means to provide it. 
  
You are a Lord who celebrates the small and the insignificant. 
So we pray for the children 
and for those who are never noticed. 
  
You are a Lord who says, “Follow me” 
So we pray for courage and faith in our hearts 
That we may take up the cross and find it leads to life.    Amen 
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 

At the moment there are no services allowed in church. The 
following services are planned as zoom services starting at 11.00 
am: 

7.02.2021 Rev Tanya Short 

14.02.2021 Rev Tanya Short 

21.02.2021 Dr Karen Illingworth 

28.02.2021 Rev Tanya Short 

QUIET TIME 

The Quiet Time will meet once a fortnight on zoom on the first 
Thursday and the third Thursday of the month at 10.00 am for half 
an hour. When we are able to we shall meet in church as well as on 
zoom.  
  
The first Thursday will be a time for any of us to bring something to 
the group we would like to share but it is not necessary to bring 
anything. The first of these is on 4th February. 
  
The third Thursday of the month will be led by someone. It is open to 
anyone to do this in the way they feel is best, but we would 
encourage some time for listening to what is offered together with 
some time for reflecting on what has been given and opening 
ourselves to God’s presence. Leading the third Thursday session is 
open to anyone who feels inclined. It is possible to offer only a single 
session, or to offer more frequently, or not at all. There is no 
pressure on anyone to lead.  
  
It is also possible for someone to ask myself or Tanya to lead with 
your material, or to read something on a share day for you.  

Mary Patchett 
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REMEMBERING 

It is with great sadness that we heard of the death of Muriel Langley 
last month. Muriel died peacefully on Friday 15th January, one day 
before her 97th birthday. Our thanks go to the staff of MHA Gledhow 
Christian Care Home and to the medical and nursing staff at the 
Leeds Teaching Hospitals for all their care and kindness. A video link 
will be available 48 hours after the funeral and will remain active for 
one month. I will circulate this so that people can share in the 
service. Clive is unable to leave Canada but will also be able to 
have the link. 

It is also with sadness that we record the death of Colin Hallewell, 
husband of Hilary, on 22nd December at the age of 76. Our thoughts 
and prayers go to Hilary and the family. 

Stan Pearson

THANKS FROM THE HARPERS 

Thank you to all the very many people who have supported us all 
through the long months of Vivien’s ill health: the carers and 
nurses who came five times daily, and the staff at St. James’ and 
the prayers and thoughts of countless people.   Since Vivien’s 
death we have been overwhelmed by the thoughts and prayers, 
cards, letters, phone calls, emails, and gifts of flowers, baking and 
meals from neighbours, and people from Lidgett Park and around 
the Circuit.  Tanya was a great help in planning Vivien’s 
thanksgiving service and offered very moving committal prayers at 
Lawnswood.   Also to Andrew Atkins who carried out Vivien’s 
wishes not to be taken into the sanctuary, to David who chose the 
music and stewards who kept every one safe with social 
distancing.   Thanks also to those who asked to attend the service 
and those 60 or so people who were present via the miracle of 
Zoom.  May God bless you all. 

Peter, Helen, Chris and Lily 
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Vivien Molloy Haper  

30th June 1940 - 23rd November 2020 

Vivien was born in Twickenham to Frank and Peggy Rymer. She 
was the eldest of 3 girls (sisters Beryl and Stephanie). In the post 
war period Frank’s work as a civil engineer took him to various 
parts of the country which had been devastated by bombing and 
the family lived successively in Margate, Exeter and Coventry. The 
10 years they spent in Exeter was not a happy time. The primary 
school was Victorian in its approach and the children were bullied, 
although they did learn to spell, articulate and use grammar 
correctly (Peter says better than he can). However, the secondary 
school was better and it was there that Vivien learnt her skill in 
cooking. They attended Sunday school at the local Parish Church, 
joining the local brownies and guides and it was here Viv 
developed her love of tennis. 

Following the move to Coventry, where her father designed parts of 
the Ring Road, Vivien took a secretarial course at Coventry 
Polytechnic. She worked for a while in Coventry but developed 
itchy feet and emigrated to Canada, working for 6 months in 
Montreal and then moving to Vancouver where she worked as 
Courses Officer at the University of British Columbia. This was the 
job she enjoyed most staying with her boss, Jim Currie, and his 
family, babysitting his three children. She maintained contact with 
them for the rest of her life. After 5 years Jim took a promotion to 
the University of Victoria on Vancouver Island. Vivien was also 
offered a job but applied for and got a position in Los Angeles. She 
never made this falling at the airport and badly injuring her back. 
After six months of severe pain she was advised to return to the UK 
for surgery. After convalescing with her aunt and uncle in Shooters 
Hill, she moved to Cambridge to take a job at the Open University. 

It was in Cambridge she met Peter in 1971 when he was studying 
for the Advanced Diploma in Primary Education at the Institute of 
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Education. They married in the Autumn half term and moved to 
Gledhow in Leeds in 1972. Initially they attended Ladywood 
Church before they moved to Gledhow Wood Road when they 
transferred their membership to Lidgett Park. 

Viv was a perfectionist, although not naturally a tidy person unlike 
Peter, and she was resourceful succeeding at whatever she put 
her hand to. In 1983 Peter took part in a teacher exchange in 
Canada, funding the costs of the family by taking in lodgers. They 
settled in McGrath, Southern Alberta, and rapidly became 
immersed in the community making many friends many of whom 
still keep in touch. 

At home in Leeds Viv made all her own curtains and soft 
furnishings, joined the Lidgett Banner Group, and at the 
Millennium became involved in the Leeds Tapestry. She was not 
originally a Methodist but she got to know and love Lidgett Park 
and its people  and became a member. She supported Peter not 
only in his teaching but also in his local preaching, his work as a 
circuit steward and his work on the church project group raising 
money first for the KilimanjaroWR03 project which raised money to 
train doctors in Tanzania and then, two or three years later to raise 
£28,500 towards the Yew Tree dementia unit at the new MHA 
home at Moor Allerton. She helped with the creche, joined the 
Ladies Group becoming a committee member and serving as 
president for a term. She persuaded Peter to join the drama group, 
(something for which we should all be grateful Ed). 

She loved shopping and was adept at seeking out bargains. 
Family was very important to Viv, both the extended family of her 
sisters but especially her own children, Helen and Chris and she 
was so happy when Chris married Lilly almost two years ago. She 
was a shy person, preferring to remain out of the limelight and 
always putting others first. She suffered from arthritis for many 
years having 5 joint replacements ( an NHS record? ) but 
remained stoical and cheerful throughout. She never felt sorry for 
herself even when her health was deteriorating. She was loved 
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and is missed. She did not talk the gospel but was a superb 
example of showing the love of Christ as witnessed through living 
it. 

Peter Harper 

CHRISTIAN AID 

Cajoled by my grandchildren, I shall attempt to climb. Mount 
Blanc! But on our stairs. 

Its height is 15,780 feet which approximates to 19,200 steps to be 
completed in 5 weeks.  I would welcome sponsorship for Christian 
Aid’s COVID work and enquiries about progress to urge me on. 

Donations can be made by phone to Christian Aid on 020 7523 
2269 or online www.christianaid.org.uk. Thank you 

Heather Fry 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Reproduced with permission of the BBC 

White Lines. Bishop Nick Baines - 14/01/2021 

Before the latest lockdown I watched a man painting white lines in 
a park. The reason I stopped was simply that I was curious to 
know what game the white lines were going to frame. Before 
working out where to put them on the grass, you first have to know 
what game you want to play.  

Now, this sounds obvious, I know. But, in the current climate it 
perhaps suggests something useful as the whole country tries to 
work out how to behave, which rules to follow and what guidance 
is most important. Repeated mantras that “it is absolutely clear” 
fail to recognise that clarity is defined by the hearer and not 
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primarily the speaker. Hence, the first rule of communication: it’s 
not what you say that matters, but what is heard.  

I am used to this. The gospels are full of Jesus telling a story or 
offering an image after which he asks the audience: “Do you know 
what I mean? Have you got the ears to hear?” Clearly, some 
couldn’t hear, didn’t want to hear, or refused to hear. This is 
pertinent at a time when many people are clearly struggling to 
know how to behave best - within the white lines of rules and 
guidance. Does ‘best’ mean ‘in a way that makes me comfortable’ 
or ‘in a way that protects me and other people’?  

The point about white lines on a pitch is that everyone in the game 
knows where the ball can be played, can choose where to run, 
and is free to be creative within the parameters. Debates in the 
last week about compliance with government rules come down to 
this. If I am to choose well, I need to understand not only where 
the white lines are, but also what game I think I’m playing.  

Mature citizenship can be exercised where people know why they 
are being expected to behave in particular ways - what the game 
is and how to play it. For example, if I think the most important 
thing in the world is my individual freedom, unconstrained by the 
security of other people in a common and interdependent society, I 
will filter out guidance that infringes that freedom to do as I like.  

If, on the other hand, I take seriously that inherent 
interdependence, I might be ready to sacrifice my individual 
freedom on the altar of the common good. To reprise the white 
lines theme, I might sacrifice my moment of glory by letting 
someone else score the goal that gives the team a victory. In my 
terms, this means, in the words of St Paul: “Do nothing from 
selfish ambition, ... but look to the interests of others”. 

You must learn from the mistakes of others. You can't possibly live 
long enough to make them all yourself. Sam Levenson 
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YES, THERE IS FEAR 

The following is an extract taken from a poem written by Richard 
Hendrick (Brother Richard) in Ireland at the beginning of lockdown 
on March 13th 2020. I am grateful to Jan Rippin for bringing it to 
my attention. Ed. 

Yes, there is fear. 

Yes, there is isolation. 

Yes, there is panic buying. 

Yes, there is sickness. 

Yes, there is even death. 

But, 

All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting. 

All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new 
way. 

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality 

To how big we really are. 

To how little control we really have. 

To what really matters 

To Love. 

So we pray and remember that 

Yes, there is fear 

But it does not have to be hate. 

Yes, there is isolation 

But it does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes, there is panic buying 
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But it does not have to be meanness. 

Yes, there is sickness 

But it does not have to be disease of the soul. 

Yes, there is even death 

But there can always be a rebirth of love. 

AND NOW FOR SOME GOOD NEWS 

After weeks of would it/wouldn’t it happen, on Friday 18th 
December, a windy, rainy day, my granddaughter Frances 
married Aran in a very relaxed and informal setting. The light was 
just beginning to fade as the ceremony stared 35 minutes late 
(the Registras had forgotten to bring the vows Franki and Aran 
had written) and the venue was lit by small white Christmas lights 
and candles. They looked very happy. 15 guests were allowed to 
be present and afterwards we had nibbles and a drink in a nearby 
marquee. The bride had made her own wedding cake which was 
delicious. There will be a celebration later this year somehow.  
It made all the anxiety worthwhile.  

Val Faint 

Today is the tomorrow you were so worried about yesterday. 
          Sir Anthony Hopkins 
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Thank you to Gerry Leake for sending us this poem. Ed. 

LIFE 
Life, believe, is not a dream  
So dark as sages say; 
Oft a little morning rain 
Foretells a pleasant day. 
Sometimes there are clouds of gloom, 
But these are transient all; 
If the shower will make the roses bloom, 
O why lament its fall? 
Rapidly, merrily, life's sunny hours flit by, 
Gratefully, cheerily, enjoy them as they fly! 
What though Death at times steps in 
And calls our best away? 
What though sorrow seems to win 
O'er hope, a heavy sway? 
Yet hope again elastic springs, 
Unconquered, though she fell; 
Still buoyant are her golden wings, 
Still strong to bear us well. 
Manfully, fearlessly, the day of travel bear, 
For gloriously, victoriously, can courage quell despair! 
  
Charlotte Bronte 

PROJECT UPDATE. FEBRUARY 2021. 

As I hope you will all know by now, the monthly baking for the 
Project fund-raising has been temporarily stopped. 
  
Since the group started baking soon after the start of the first 
lockdown last year, we have been delighted by the amount of 
money that we have been able to raise to continue supporting both 
the two charities up to September 2020 and then the Church itself. 
The support of so many people has been truly gratifying and we 
know that stopping will be a disappointment to you all. It is also a 
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disappointment to the bakers, who have enjoyed the challenge 
of baking considerable amounts of goodies each month and 
then delivering to our “customers”. Indeed, the social aspect in 
both delivering and receiving has been part and parcel of the 
monthly list. 

When we began baking, we had to take extreme care in how 
we baked, packed and delivered the items. As little contact 
with as few people as possible, and each baker taking care 
during the process, enabled us to deliver safely. However, the 
new variant of the coronavirus, so much more virulent and 
transmissible, has led us to decide to stop baking until such a 
time as it feels safe to resume.  

The fund-raising for the Church, via the Project, is therefore on 
hold for the moment. The CD of David playing our organ is still 
available, of course, from Kathy Benson, for £10 per disc. All 
the money received from these sales are for the Project; if you 
haven’t bought one, I can recommend it to you. David is 
playing with his usual skill, the tunes are varied, many are 
well-known and the organ sounds fantastic. 
  
If any of you feel able to make a donation to the Project, 
however small, that would be wonderful ( c/o Alan Wittrick ). 
We have tried during the past years to bring enjoyment whilst 
raising funds. It is frustrating and very sad that we cannot do 
so at present. But, rest assured , we will be back at the first 
opportunity! Until then, all good wishes from the Project 
Group, please keep safe and well and here’s hoping to be able 
to get-together again some time in 2021. 

Margaret Farrar 
On behalf of the Project Bakers.   
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REFLECTION 

Tanya has been leading a series of studies on At Home in 
Advent. They are now finished but in the last session a couple of 
things struck me. There was a quote from Guiseppe Tamasi di 
Lampedusa in his novel The Ocelot. The quote is “for all things 
to stay the same, everything has to change.” The idea puzzled 
me at first until I read the example of the way we inhabit our 
planet. We cannot go on living as we are, exploiting and 
destroying our environment. I we want to keep our planet as it is 
then we need radical and real changes in the way we live. 

Once the idea is understood then you can see how it can be 
applied to us individually and as a society in all sorts of ways to 
maintain our health, our relationships, our moral and ethical 
standards. It also challenges us as we try and work out the best 
way to move forward as a church and communicate the gospel 
to our neighbours. 

The other thought that struck me in the study was the idea of 
New Year’s resolutions. Although a resolution usually embraces 
change, it is something that is determined by an individual or 
group and can be damaging. It is self-referred. The nature of a 
resolution is that often it makes us answerable to no one other 
than ourselves, for example, as to whether we keep it or not. 
And the decision might well be wrong because it is self-centered. 
In Matt 1:19 Joseph resolves to divorce Mary quietly when he 
learns of her pregnancy, a decision which solves his dilemma 
about the requirements of the law and its consequences for 
Mary. It is only when the angel intervenes that he accepts that 
this would be the wrong thing to do. The message for us is that 
we should make our resolutions in a spirit of prayer seeking 
God’s guidance on his purpose for the coming year. We need to 
look beyond our own concerns and wishes. 

Stan Pearson 

Well done is better than well said. Benjamin Franklin 
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NEWS FROM SRI LANKA 

manohitharajah@gmail.com 
     i.rajah@btinternet.com 

                                                     December 2020 

Dear Friends, 

We hope you are well and thriving despite the awful effects of the 
pandemic. We would love to hear your news. Please forgive this 
generic letter but we struggle to write long letters. 

You may have heard that we left 
Leeds after 53 years and moved to 
our other home in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka in January 2020. We first 
moved to England in 1967!  It was a 
real wrench for us to leave Leeds. We 
knew we should move to be closer to 
our children a few years back when 
we were still fit and able as all our 
children kept suggesting. We simply 

couldn’t face it. We miss Tudor house and our friends and family in 
the UK very much. However, our apartment in Colombo is 
comfortable and has a wonderful view of a park. Also, the sun 
shines more often! 

Since we left the UK the whole world has changed as country after 
country went into lockdown. We have faced very strict curfews and 
much harsher lockdowns than you have in the west. We have been 
blessed by support from friends and family here. Christine took 
early retirement to help us with change of domicile and handling all 
our affairs in UK and SL. John, Chi Ann and Varsha are 
very supportive. 

Our grandchildren remain a source of comfort and pride. Hannah 
has got a first-class degree in accountancy and is now chartered 
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accountant, Peter has a degree in Economics, Timmy is studying 
engineering. Rachael is studying English at Oxford. Charlotte is 
doing an art foundation degree ahead of taking her place at UCL 
to study Politics. Our youngest grandchild Danny is still at school 
and thriving. We are so blessed. 

We remain positive and well. The plan was that family would visit 
in the Summer and at Christmas. Sadly, that has not been 
possible. Many of us will be unable to see our loved ones this 
Christmas due to the pandemic. Nonetheless we hope you have 
an enjoyable Christmas. 

Our love and blessings for the New Year 
Mano & Irene

HOW THE INTERNET STARTED 

PLEASE DO NOT GOOGLE THIS ONE OR CHECK WITH 
SNOPES, THEY WILL LIE TO YOU. TRUST ME! 

In ancient Israel, it came to pass that a trader by the name of 
Abraham Com did take unto himself a healthy young wife by the 
name of Dorothy (Dot for short). Dot Com was a comely woman, 
large of breast, broad of shoulder and long of leg. Indeed, she 
was often called Amazon Dot Com. 

And she said unto Abraham, her husband, "Why dost thou travel 
so far from town to town with thy goods when thou canst trade 
without ever leaving thy tent?” And Abraham did look at her as 
though she were several saddle bags short of a camel load, but 
simply said, "How, dear?” And Dot replied, "I will place drums in all 
the towns and drums in between to send messages saying what 
you have for sale, and they will reply telling you who hath the best 
price. The sale can be made on the drums and delivery made by 
Uriah's Pony Stable (UPS)." 
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Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way 
with the drums. And the drums rang out and were an immediate 
success. Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top price, 
without ever having to move from his tent. 

To prevent neighbouring countries from overhearing what the 
drums were saying, Dot devised a system that only she and the 
drummers knew. It was known as Must Send Drum Over Sound 
(MSDOS), and she also developed a language to transmit ideas 
and pictures - Hebrew to The People (HTTP). 

And the young men did take to Dot Com's trading as doth the 
greedy horsefly take to camel dung. They were called Nomadic 
Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Sybarites, or NERDS. 

And lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the 
deafening sound of drums that no one noticed that the real riches 
were going to that enterprising drum dealer, Brother William of 
Gates, who bought off every drum maker in the land. Indeed he did 
insist on drums to be made that would work only with Brother 
Gates' drumheads and drumsticks. 

And Dot did say, "Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being 
taken over by others.” And Abraham looked out over the Bay of 
Ezekiel , or eBay as it came to be known. He said, "We need a 
name that reflects what we are.” And Dot replied, "Young Ambitious 
Hebrew Owner Operators.” "YAHOO," said Abraham. And because 
it was Dot's idea, they named it YAHOO Dot Com. 

Abraham's cousin, Joshua, being the young Gregarious Energetic 
Educated Kid (GEEK) that he was, soon started using Dot's drums 
to locate things around the countryside. It soon became known as 
God's Own Official Guide to Locating Everything (GOOGLE). 

That is how it all began. And that's the truth. I would not make up 
this stuff ! 

With thanks to Rachel-Mounsey.com

http://Rachel-Mounsey.com
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THE 2019 GENERAL ELECTION 

There are various ways in which to describe the manner in which 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain is governed.  The best way to 
describe it in traditional terms would be that the country has 
traditionally a form of Parliamentary democracy or representative 
government.  Since 1975, when the first national referendum was 
held on whether or not this country should continue to be 
members of the European Economic Community or Common 
Market, this system has been importantly modified.  In 2014, the 
then Prime Minister, David Cameron, with good reason to think 
that the Conservative Party and the country was deeply divided 
on whether or not Britain should remain in what was now called 
the European Union, gave an undertaking that if that Party was 
returned to office at the next General Election in 2015 a 
referendum would be held about the country's membership of that 
Union.  Cameron himself did not want this country to leave the 
E.U., and plainly did not expect the Conservatives to win an 
outright majority at the 2015 Election, and thus would continue to 
form a Coalition Government with the Liberal Democrats.  What 
he did not appreciate was that his Coalition partners were 
primarily little more than a protest party, and that those who 
effectively vote for None of the Above would be unlikely to turn up 
in comparable numbers to vote for a party that had become one of 
the Above.  So, Cameron ended up with an unexpected 
Conservative majority of 15 and an unwanted commitment to hold 
another referendum on Europe.  As he himself was clear that he 
wished this country to remain in the E.U., not surprisingly its 
leaders did not offer him anything resembling a serious deal.  
Predictably, the Remain camp lost the referendum.  Cameron 
resigned to be succeeded by Theresa May, who had been Home 
Secretary, and who was another who had voted for Remain.  Her 
knowledge of the European issue hovered around zero as she 
displayed at once, and, believing opinion polls, she called a 
General Election in 2017 at which the Conservatives remained the 
largest party in the House of Commons, but without a majority.   
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With most of the political class in favour of remaining in the E.U. and 
the electorate having voted to leave, the system was characterized 
by conflict.  Representative government, which on many political 
issues was not representative of popular opinion at all, was in conflict 
with direct democracy.  Any attempts by the Conservative 
Government to negotiate with the E.U. were frustrated, not least by 
the antics of the Speaker of the House of Commons, John Bercow, 
who made little attempt to be neutral on the issue, though his office 
required this, and who drove around in a car which had the slogan 
'Bollocks to Brexit' prominently displayed on it.  He maintained this 
was alright because it was his wife's car.  His wife, with whom he 
seemed obsessed, was an overt Labour supporter, and about a foot 
taller than him, and given at one time to posing in her night gear. In a 
political atmosphere that was ridiculous, the unquestionably sane 
Theresa May felt obliged to resign.  At times of such crisis, you need 
a Prime Minister of unusual gifts or, if you prefer, let's be blunt, 
someone who is slightly mad.  Thus, in 1916, you need Lloyd 
George.  In 1940, you need Churchill.  In 1979, you need Margaret 
Thatcher.  In 2019, you need who?  Yes, it's Boris Johnson, who was 
a womanizer like Lloyd George, who had written a book about 
Churchill and seemed to think he was Churchill, and, whether he 
believed in it or not, had led the campaign for Brexit.  Boris, as almost 
everybody called him as if they knew him, surrounded by some 
strange advisers, not least Dominic Cummings, who dressed like a 
tramp, soon tired of the 2017 Parliament and called another General 
Election.      

Love them, loathe them, or, like me merely tolerate them on a 
pragmatic basis, the Conservatives are the most remarkable political 
party in what passes for Western democratic politics, and, of course, 
they won the December 2019 General Election.  The turnout was 
67.3 per cent, as opposed to 68.8 per cent in 2017.  The 
Conservatives polled 13, 966, 454 votes, which accounted for 43.6 
per cent of the total poll and which was the highest percentage 
attained by any party since 1979, and which gave them 365 seats.  
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The Labour Party polled 10, 269, 051 votes, which amounted to 
32.1 per cent of the poll, its lowest percentage since the 1935 
Election, which earned them 202 seats.  The Liberal Democrats 
polled 3, 396, 419, which amounted to 11.6 per cent of the poll, 
and which gave them 11 seats.  The Scottish Nationalists secured 
48 seats, and there were 24 others including just one Green.  The 
Conservatives won 46 per cent of the male vote and 43 per cent 
of the female vote.  In the case of Labour, the percentages were 
31 and 35 respectively.  By age, the Conservatives dominated 
among older electors, and they had the largest following in every 
social class, and also with regard to household earnings. They did 
less well when it came to young female voters and those who had 
experienced higher education.      

Thankfully, I retired from political analysis and prediction after                  
bettering the pundits and opinion polls at the time of the 1992 
Election.  It seemed to me that it was only a matter of time before I 
made a fool of myself too, much like Theresa May did in her 
conduct of the 2017 Election. It was not difficult to predict that the 
Conservatives would win the 2019 Election, not least because if it 
had not been for U.K.I.P. intervention the majority might well have 
been in three figures instead of 80.  That said, though, who 
actually anticipated the Conservatives doing electorally better in 
Wales than they have done for a hundred years?  Then again, the 
inroads the Conservatives made into the so-called Red Wall of 
Labour seats in the North of England surprised many.  The North 
of England is rather a large area, and my only knowledge of it 
comes from following the Portsmouth football team all over the 
place.  This experience only gives you knowledge of a kind.  I 
don't think anybody can explain why the Conservatives won 
Burnley, but Labour retained Blackburn comfortably when they 
seem similar places.  How on earth did the Conservatives win all 
three seats in Stoke on Trent?  The same would be true of the 
West Bromwich seats.  On and on the unlikely list goes: 
Workington, a couple of Wolverhampton seats, Barrow, Bassetlaw, 
Great Grimsby, Scunthorpe, Redcar, Leigh, Warrington South.  Of 
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course, since the electorate expanded in 1918, there are few 
constituencies that the Conservatives have not won at some time, 
and my Labour friends point out that their party is dominant now in 
London.  Maybe, though, what seems to be a rebellion, if one 
fortunately contained within the system, may well be directed at 
London and the political class, though it may well be too an 
expression of antipathy towards globalisation, and in relation to 
Brexit a wish to get the whole boring business over with.  
Considerations of space prevent the writer from taking this 
discussion further.               

Of course, there are some Elections that are well worth losing.                    
Ninety years before, the Conservatives lost the June 1929 Election.  
Labour formed a Government.  In October came the Wall Street 
Crash, and Labour was crushed at the next Election.  Boris 
Johnson led the Conservatives to a stunning victory in December 
2019.  Then in March 2020 came the coronavirus pandemic and 
caused economic chaos. The electorate may well blame the 
Conservative Government for both. Though I am writing several 
weeks before the deadline, one thing I will predict without the 
slightest chance of being wrong is that there will be a Brexit trade 
deal with the E.U.  Both sides need such a deal, and, hiding behind 
the smile of a rogue, Boris Johnson will ensure that it will be the 
best available for his country. Thus, he will prove once again the 
truth of that sadly realistic maxim that nice guys finish last.            

                                                                       GEOFFREY K FRY      

CALENDAR 2021 

Every year I acquire a small calendar suitable for a small space in 
my kitchen created by the Foot and Mouth Artists.  Not only are the 
paintings beautiful but each month has a quotation upon which to 
reflect during the month. Starting with January 
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Albert Einstein   "Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for 
tomorrow" 

Leo Buscaglia       "Worry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow.  It 
only saps today of its joy" 

E E Cummings    "The most wasted of days is the one without 
laughter" 

Camilla E Kimball     "You do not find the happy life.  You make it" 

Buddha           "Learn to let go.  That is the key to happiness" 

Joseph Joubert   "Politeness is the flower of humanity" 

Hazrat I Khan     "Some people look for a beautiful place.  Others 
make a place beautiful" 

Josiyah Martin      "The magic in new beginnings is truely the most 
powerful of them all" 

Charles Schulz     "All you need is love.  But a little chocolate now 
and then doesn't hurt." 

Winston Churchill     "Success is going from failure to failure 
without losing enthusiasm" 

Abraham Lincoln     " Most people are about as happy as they 
make up their minds to be" 

Martin Luther King Jr.      "If I cannot do great things, I can do 
small things in a great way" 

Happy New Year 

Barbara Holmes 

FINAL THOUGHT 

Seventy isn't a guarantee of wisdom or a license to be dogmatic. 
It's quite easy to be an opinionated old fool. Marcus Borg 
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